A TDG Executive Vignette ™

Thinking in Jazz
by Paul F. Berliner

The essence of jazz, regardless of style, is improvisation, which Berliner rightfully regards as a form of composition.  In fact, the crux of the entire book is contained in this passage:

"For jazz musicians, each situation simply imposes different kinds of compositional conditions on musical invention.  In this regard, the popular definitions of improvisation that emphasize only its spontaneous, intuitive nature ‑ characterizing it as the making of something out of nothing ‑ are astonishingly incomplete.  This simplistic understanding of improvisation belies the discipline and experience on which improvisers depend, and it obscures the actual practices and processes that engage them.  Improvisation depends, in fact, on thinkers having absorbed a broad 

base of musical knowledge, including myriad conventions that contribute to formulating ideas logically, cogently, and expressively."

"... interplay within the band projects another kind of conversation, a group conversation.  On another level, so does the interaction between players and the audience.  Finally, at the highest level are extraordinary transcendental experiences in which players feel, if only momentarily, in touch with the big picture.  Entering into another world of awareness and sensitivity, they fell a deep sense of reverence for 'all living things.'  In spiritual communion, they merge together in the shine of a universal life force ‑ timeless, peaceful, yet energizing and euphoric."
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