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Introduction

World Bible School has students in nearly every nation of the World.  Right now, more than one million people study with us.  Over 2,000 more apply every day!

The Bible is our subject.  In a world with billions of books, only one is called “The Book.”  No education in life is complete without it.  WBS helps to satisfy your hunger for the very best spiritual food.

Our School uses correspondence.  Some by mail, and some by e-mail.  When you finish this lesson, you'll be introduced to further studies.

Read through this brief introductory lesson.  Answer the questions over each section.  Learn about further free studies.  It is that sample.  Enjoy your reading!

The Map

The boy had never seen his father study a map so carefully.  He asked, “Father, why are you looking at that map?”  His father smiled.  “This map shows the streets of the city to which we are going.  They say there is work there in the city.”  Then the father's smile became a little sad.  “I used to always know where I was,” he said, “but the world has changed.  Now we are going where we have never been before.  For that, one needs a map.”

The journey was long, and there was much time for thought.  After a while, the boy again looked to his father.  “Father, my birthday is coming soon.  I know that I should not ask for much, but there is one thing you could give me.”  “I will give you whatever I can, son.  What is it you want?”

The boy replied, “A map.”  The father was puzzled.  “Why do you ask for a map?”  The boy thought carefully.  He said, “Because I will be growing older.  I will be going where I have never been before.  And you said, 'For that, one needs a map'.”

The truth is, whether young or old, we are all going where we have never been before.  Every day, we face new decisions, new demands, and new dangers.  How are we to find our way safely through these?  How are we to guide our families, and especially our young ones?  There are maps for every part of the world.  But is there a map for the greatest journey of all, life itself?

The Bible says: “You do not even know what will happen tomorrow.  What is your life?  You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 4:14; James is a book in the Bible, 4 means the fourth chapter of that book, and 14 means the fourteenth verse in that chapter).

How quickly this one, brief life passes.  To ruin it by choosing a wrong road would be a terrible waste.  How can we be sure of life's true purpose and direction?  How can we be certain that we have made proper preparation for what lies beyond death?  In seeking a Map for life, we should open the Bible because of the claims it makes.  Again and again, it assures us that it is the pure word from our Maker.  Yes, it is the map for life!  Look at these examples from the pages of the Bible.

Moses said the Ten Commandments were written “by the finger of God” on stone tablets (Exodus 31:18).  He reported that God spoke with him “face to face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11).

King David said, “The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; His word was on my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2-3).

Jeremiah wrote, “The word of the Lord came to me saying, '... I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.... You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you....'  Then the Lord reached out His hand and touched my mouth and said to me, 'Now, I have put My words in your mouth'” (Jeremiah 1:5-9). 

There are well over 2,000 places in the Bible where the prophets said things like:

“The Lord said to me:...”

“These are the words of the Lord: ...”

“This is what the Lord says: ...”

We must seriously ask, “Did these prophets have a bad habit of lying?  Or were they speaking the truth, and did God really speak through them?”

Jesus assured us that these biblical prophets spoke the truth.  Jesus relied on their reports of history (Matthew 12:40; 24:37-39).  He trusted in all their writings and taught us to have the same trust (Matthew 5:17-19; Luke 16:17 and 29; 24:27 and 44; John 5:39-47).  He based His arguments on the exact words they used (Matthew 19:5-6; 22:32). When Jesus did this, He reminded us: “The Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35).

Thus, Scripture can be fully trusted because it comes from God, not men.  Quoting Scripture, Jesus said: “Have you not read what God said to you?” (Matthew 22:31-32). 

Jesus Himself claimed to speak from God.  He said: “I did not speak of My own accord, but the Father who sent Me commanded Me what to say and how to say it.  I know that His command leads to eternal life.  So whatever I say is just what the Father has told Me to say” (John 12:49-50).  Jesus also made this bold statement of power: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you....” (Matthew 28:18-20).

The apostles were leaders chosen by Jesus in the earliest days of Christianity.  Here is how Jesus gave to them His message for all people: “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you ...” (John 14:26).  “When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth ...” (John 16:13).  Thus, the apostle Peter and those with him, taught “by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven” (1 Peter 1:12; 2 Peter 3:2; Acts 2).  The apostle Paul was able to say: “This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit. ... What I am writing to you is the Lord's command” (1 Corinthians 2:13; 14:37).  “When you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God” (1 Thessalonians 2:13).

Scriptures are the holy writings from God.  Even before the New Testament was completed, this is how Paul described the importance of Scripture: “The holy Scriptures ... are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed  and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that he man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17).

Paul urged his friend Timothy to be a good student of these Scriptures.  Why?  They are “the words of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).  The apostles' writings make them even more valuable to truth seekers, for to the apostles Jesus promised “all truth” (John 16:13).  There can be no doubt what the Bible is claiming to be: the Guide Book or the Map from our Maker who calls us to fulfill the special purpose for which He created us.

Congratulations, you have finished part one!  Let's review.  If this learning platform makes quizzes, then go to “Way to Life Quiz 1,” take it, and submit it to check your answers. If this learning platform does not make quizzes, then find the file called “Questions Sheet” print it, fill it in, and check your work (scroll down).

