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Preface
I've always been haunted by the gap between theory and practice, the difference between what one thinks and teaches and what one does.  I've felt that there must be a better way than that of Prospero, who threw away his book when he had to leave the island and take his place in society as a leader.


I first attempted to codify the connection twenty years ago, when I became provost for the social sciences and professional schools at SUNY/Buffalo.  I kept a double‑entry ledger, with theory on one side and what I had actually done on the other, hoping to discover what disarmed and undermined the beliefs that I had held so firmly on my island, the classroom, before testing them in the world of university administration.  I gave up after two years.  I had learned, if nothing else, that T.S. Eliot was right when he wrote in his poem The Hollow Men, "Between the idea/And the reality/Falls the shadow."
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